
  
CONSUMERS’ COMMITTEE  

                                                 Tuesday, April 17, 2018, 1:00PM – 3:00PM  
                                                       LGBT Center, 208 West 13th Street, Rm 301, NY, NY  

             Conference Call Info: 1-866-213-1863, Access Code 3587454# 

  
Planning Council Members Present: Billy Fields (Co-Chair), Lisa Best (Co-Chair),  

Saul Reyes (Consumer At Large), Atif Abdul-Haqq, Mark Brown, Paul Carr, Maria Diaz  

(Co-Chair, Tri-County Steering Committee), Matthew Lesieur (Community Co-Chair), John Schoepp  

Planning Council Members Absent: Asia Betancourt, Tony Chase, Rose Chestnut, Justin LiGreci, Jose 

Maldonado 

Appointed Community Members: Randall Bruce, Yves Gebhardt, Ron Joyner, David Martin 

NYCDOHMH:  Jose Colon-Berdecia, Melanie Lawrence, Sarah Kozlowski, Jan Carl Park, Cristina 

Rodriguez-Hart, Ph.D., Darryl Wong 

 

MEETING MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED:   

 Current Meeting Agenda & Meeting Minutes from March 20, 2018  

 Consumers Committee description, NY HIV Planning Council Bylaws, 1/23/13; 

 The Consumers Committee Outreach Brochure; 

 Announcement re: Ensure availability, Medly Pharmacy, Brooklyn, NY; 

 Prevention Access Campaign: Undetectable = Untransmittable (U=U); 

 NYCDOHMH, HIV/AIDS Bi-Weekly Update, 4/11/18; 

 Center for Drug Use & HIV/Hep C Research (CDUHR) 20th Anniversary Conference Announcement, 

May 16, 2018, NYU Kimmel Center;  

 April 2018 Meeting Evaluation 

 April & May 2018 Planning Council calendars 

 

WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS  

Newly-Appointed Co-Chair Lisa Best opened the meeting with an enthusiastic message to the 

Committee, asking members to join her in staying passionate and committed to the work of the 

Planning Council. Ms. Best expressed confidence in committee members to remain focused and 

expressed her gratitude for being considered and appointed to this leadership position. 

Ms. Best led the group in a moment of silence in memory of those lost and in honor of those continuing 

the fight. After member introductions and the reading of the Rules of Respectful Engagement, the 

minutes of the March 20, 2018 meeting were accepted as presented.  Darryl Wong highlighted our 

HRSA federal partners’ positive comments in reaction to their site visit to the NY EMA last month. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

John Schoepp reported that the online Planning Council application, which may be found on our 

website at www.nyhiv.org, is not working and is unable to accept online applications.  This matter will 

be referred to Planning Council staff for resolution. Jan Park expressed his private views regarding the 

delay of the release of the City Council-funded feasibility study on the establishment of Safe 

Injecting/Consumption Sites in NYC (due to be released by the end of April).  With a new opiate 

overdose/death every seven (7) hours in NYC, we should be leading the cause with other advocates, 

such as VOCAL, to change existing laws.  He urged that the Planning Council pass a resolution 

demanding that the Mayor release the study and make it public, so that discussion can begin.  Maria 

Diaz announced that VOCAL is convening a town hall this afternoon at the Yonkers Public Library.   

  

http://www.nyhiv.org/


Yves Gebhardt noted that many countries in Europe, such as Switzerland, have had supervised 

consumption sites for many years without any reduction in quality of life issues for the communities 
involved.  Paul Carr made a motion, stating that “The Consumers Committee calls upon the 

Planning Council to pass a resolution calling for Mayor De Blasio to release the City Council-

funded feasibility study on Supervised Consumption Sites”. He also mentioned that a mock-up of a 

portable site is available for public viewing. The motion passed unanimously, (12) in favor and (0) 

against.  The motion will be brought to the Executive Committee and the Planning Council for their 

respective approvals.   

  

PLANNING COUNCIL UPDATES 

Saul Reyes, Consumer-At-Large, reported that: 

 Integration of Care (IOC) met with service providers and some Part A consumers of Food & 

Nutrition Services (FNS) programs to discuss unmet need, gaps and access to services in the 

FNS category; the service directive is being re-developed, in anticipation of the contract re-

bidding this Fall. 

 Needs Assessment (NA) focused on the selection of Integrated Plan Quality Indicators and a 

discussion of HIV and mental health services.  

 Priority Setting & Resource Allocation (PSRA) met to discuss the transfer of much of the allocation 

out of ADAP, using a stepped-down approach, resulting in an increase in the allocation to FNS  

of $2.625 million, which will allow contractors to increase service capacity by 10% as well as 

providing higher quality meals. Although it was noted that some consumers felt rushed in 

making this decision, this unmet need has been noted in our previous Part A applications. 

 Rules & Membership met to discuss Planning Council attendance and to begin revising the 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), which is not current and has not been signed by either 

the Planning Council leadership or the Grantee.  Jan Park suggested that the Planning Council 

should embark on an independent assessment of the Assessment of Administrative Mechanism, 

specifically the contractual and procurement process overseeing $80+ million in program 

funds.  

 

Maria Diaz, Co-Chair of the Tri County Steering Committee (TCSC), reported that the committee voted to 

fund the new Emergency Financial Services (EFA) category at $250,000. It was noted that utility bills 

will only be reimbursed at levels equal to apartment size (1BR @ $32, 2BR @ $40 and 3BR @ $47 and 

telephone bills at $50). Also, noting that the Tri County award has been increased by $330,000 for 

Housing programs, Mark Brown commented that the prioritization process bypassed any group 

discussion and decision-making regarding other service categories which could also receive 

increased allocations.     

 

THE CONSUMER SOLAR SYSTEM 

Cristina Rodriguez-Hart, Ph.D., Epidemiologic Liaison to the Planning Council, briefly summarized the 

decisions made at the Quality Improvement meeting which directly preceeded the current meeting.   

The Quality Improvement Subcommittee has been discussing monthly how these recommendations can 

be operationalized and integrated into the work of other committees, primarily Needs Assessment and 

Integration of Care, as trauma-informed care, sensory & physical disabilities, person-first language 

and trans-sensitive care have been integrated into the current Master Directive. The following are 

highlights of the QI Subcommittee meeting:  

• The group would like a fixed place for the QI Report Project to be placed. After a final version is 

developed, the report can easily be placed on the Planning Council website. Other ideas were to have 

a webinar or some sort of recorded presentation of the project on the website because some people 

take in information in more visual ways. 

• We discussed having more consumer leadership for future QI Project activities. Since Saul was the 

chair of the QI Subcommittee that existed from July-November 2017, he will continue to serve in the 

leadership role for the next few months. If you are interested in helping him with leadership activities 

please email him. 



• The HRSA all Grantee conference abstract is finalized and will be submitted by the end of the month 

Our Assistant Commissioner, Dr.Oni Blackstock, has approved it. 

• The group would like to start having pre-calls before meetings in order to sort out issues such as 

coordination, logistics, and next step questions and to leave more time to get down to business during 

monthly work group meetings. 

• The work group will spend the remaining 4 months left in this annual Planning Council cycle to 

develop a QI Project plan for the next annual cycle. This plan will be presented to the CC in June to be 

discussed and approved. Similar to how the IOC does its work when revising a service directive, the 

plan would be to invite to CC meetings researchers, providers, consumers, Grantee staff, and others to 

speak about each of the 9 recommendation topics in order to create more comprehensive 

recommendation language. 

• Longer-term, we will write a journal article about this QI project. We will also have two public 

presentations on the project in 2018, at USCA in September and the HRSA conference in December. 

 

It was also noted that the Chair of the Committees may establish SubCommittees (without regard to 

time).   

 

PLANNING COUNCIL BYLAWS 

Darryl Wong presented the current description of the Consumers Committee as it appears in the most 

recent Bylaws.  It was noted that the previous description of duties focused almost exclusively on 

membership recruitment and support (without any description of the work to be done in committee), 

other than that participation should be informed and meaningful.  A working draft was verbally 

presented to the Committee and will be circulated to members for their comments and revisions, so 

that the description can be presented to the Rules & Membership Committee for their approval at 

meetings this month and next. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Marcelo Soares announced that on April 26, ACT UP will host a forum on Crystal Methamphetamine  

and MSM and transgender individuals from 6-8pm at the Harm Reduction Coalition.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:15PM 

 


